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I began preparing this presentation in the Fall of 2019 with the goal of 

presenting it at our Class of 1975 reunion in May of 2020.

The analysis is based on two databases of selected information for living and 

deceased members of the Yale Class of 1975 provided to me in December 

2019 by the Yale Alumni Association. The data reflects information available to 

Yale as of that time.  

In preparing the analysis, I tried to think of questions that might be of interest to 

classmates which could be addressed by the information in the databases.

I was in the middle of working on this analysis when the pandemic hit and our 

reunion was put on hold—so I stopped working on it.  I hope to start again, with 

updated data, to prepare a revised and expanded presentation for our 50th

reunion in 2025. 

If you have any questions about the analysis, or suggestions for other 

questions I might try to answer when I next turn my attention to this, please 

email me at Gunnar.Knapp@gmail.com.  

--Gunnar Knapp 

About this presentation . . .
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There were 1357 of us in the Class of 1975—306 women (23%) and 1051 men (77%).

Female Male Total Female Male Total

Davenport 35 104 139 25% 75% 100%

Morse 24 104 128 19% 81% 100%

Silliman 32 93 125 26% 74% 100%

Ezra Stiles 21 99 120 18% 83% 100%

Pierson 23 96 119 19% 81% 100%

Branford 27 88 115 23% 77% 100%

Berkeley 22 91 113 19% 81% 100%

Saybrook 19 93 112 17% 83% 100%

Timothy Dwight 36 66 102 35% 65% 100%

Calhoun* 24 77 101 24% 76% 100%

Trumbull 22 74 96 23% 77% 100%

Jonathan Edwards 21 66 87 24% 76% 100%

Total 306 1051 1357 23% 77% 100%

*Includes 14 classmates listed as members of Grace Hopper College (the new name for Calhoun).

Class of 1975, by Residential College

Davenport was our 

largest college.

Jonathan Edwards was 

our smallest college.

The percentage of 

women varied from

17% (Saybrook) to 

35% (Timothy Dwight).



Almost half of us (47%) 

majored in History, 

English, Biology, 

Psychology, or Political 

Science.



Social Sciences 294 Music & Arts 68 Area Studies 28

Psychology 91 Music 30 Latin American Studies 9

Political Science 84 Art 26 African American Studies 7

Economics 49 Theater Studies 10 Russian & E European Studies 6

American Studies 47 Violin 2 East Asian Studies (China) 5

Sociology 13 East Asian Studies 1

Anthropology 9 Philosophy 44

Economics & Mathematics 1 Mathematics 23

Languages 42

Natural Sciences 201 Classics (Greek & Latin) 13 All Other Majors 136

Biology 111 French 12 Special Divisional Major 27

Molecul Biophys & Biochem 52 Spanish 7 Administrative Sciences 23

Chemistry 17 German 3 History of Art 23

Physics 13 Russian 3 Architecture 21

Geology & Geophysics 7 Chinese 2 History,the Arts, & Letters 13

Astronomy & Physics 1 Italian 1 Religious Studies 12

Japanese 1 Combined Sciences 10

English & Literature 171 Linguistics 2

English 123 Engineering and Comp. Sci. 30 Renaissance Studies 2

Comparative Literature 46 Eng & Applied Sci 17 Comp. Science & Psychology 1

English Language & Literature 2 Computer Science 7 Mathematics & Philosophy 1

Mechan Engineering 4 Scholars of the House 1

History 154 Engineering 2

Here’s a more detailed look at the number of majors, grouped loosely by similar fields.

Note:  The table excludes the majors of 166 class members whose majors are not listed in Yale’s database.



Women were significantly over-represented in some majors and under-represented in others.

Women Men Total % Women

History of Art 13 10 23 57%

Comparative Literature 25 21 46 54%

Art 8 18 26 31%

Special Divisional Major 8 19 27 30%

Psychology 26 65 91 29%

Music 8 22 30 27%

Molecul Biophys & Biochem 13 39 52 25%

Architecture 5 16 21 24%

English 26 97 123 21%

History 32 122 154 21%

Biology 23 88 111 21%

American Studies 8 39 47 17%

Administrative Sciences 3 20 23 13%

Philosophy 5 39 44 11%

Political Science 9 75 84 11%

Mathematics 2 21 23 9%

Economics 3 46 49 6%

Majors by % Women (majors with more than 20 total)

Women accounted for 23% of the Class of 1975



As of December 2019, 90 members of our class (6.6%) were deceased.

Women Men Total

Deceased 16 74 90

Living 290 977 1267

Total 306 1051 1357

Deceased 5.2% 7.0% 6.6%

Living 94.8% 93.0% 93.4%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%



The number of deaths per five-year time period has been gradually rising.

All of the deaths between 1981 and 2000 were men.

Female Male Total % Female % Male

1980 or earlier 1 1 2 50% 50%

1981-1985 0

1986-1990 5 5 100%

1991-1995 9 9 100%

1996-2000 5 5 100%

2001-2005 1 11 12 8% 92%

2006-2010 4 14 18 22% 78%

2011-2015 5 15 20 25% 75%

2016-2019 2 11 13 15% 85%

Unknown 3 3 6 50% 50%

Total 16 74 90 18% 82%

2000 or earlier 1 20 21 5% 95%

2001 or later 12 51 63 19% 81%

2000 or earlier (%) 8% 28% 25%

2001 or later (%) 92% 72% 75%

Number of Deceased Class Members, by Time Period of Death

All of the remaining slides in this presentation are based on data for the 1267 living classmates as of December 2019. 



Almost all of us (97%) live in the United States.

United States 1106 97.1%

Canada 12 1.1%

Europe 16 1.4%

  United Kingdom 9 0.8%

  France 2 0.2%

  Germany 1 0.1%

  Italy 1 0.1%

  Norway 1 0.1%

  Portugal 1 0.1%

  Switzerland 1 0.1%

Other countries 5 0.4%

  Nicaragua 1 0.1%

  Israel 1 0.1%

  Australia 1 0.1%

  Japan 1 0.1%

  APO address 1 0.1%

Total 1139 100.0%

Where We Live, by Country

Note:  Includes only the 1139 living 

classmates for whom Yale has address 

information.



Of those of us living in 

the United States, more 

than half live in five 

states:

California

New York

Connecticut 

Massachusetts

Maryland

There are four states 

where none of us live:

Arkansas

South Dakota

North Dakota

Wyoming

State Number % %

CA 187 16.9%

NY 174 15.7%

CT 82 7.4%

MA 80 7.2%

MD 59 5.3%

NJ 50 4.5%

PA 41 3.7%

IL 40 3.6%

VA 36 3.3%

WA 30 2.7%

GA 28 2.5%

TX 28 2.5%

FL 26 2.4%

NC 22 2.0%

OH 19 1.7%

CO 17 1.5%

OR 17 1.5%

AZ 13 1.2%

DC 13 1.2%

NH 13 1.2%

MI 9 0.8%

MN 9 0.8%

NM 9 0.8%

ME 8 0.7%

SC 7 0.6%

6.6%

3.8%

Where We Live, by US State

52.6%

17.8%

11.1%

State Number % %

VT 7 0.6%

WI 7 0.6%

NV 6 0.5%

AK 5 0.5%

HI 5 0.5%

KY 5 0.5%

LA 5 0.5%

MO 5 0.5%

RI 5 0.5%

TN 5 0.5%

UT 5 0.5%

ID 4 0.4%

IN 4 0.4%

KS 4 0.4%

OK 4 0.4%

AL 3 0.3%

DE 3 0.3%

MT 3 0.3%

IA 1 0.1%

MS 1 0.1%

NE 1 0.1%

WV 1 0.1%

AR 0 0.0%

SD 0 0.0%

ND 0 0.0%

WY 0 0.0%

Total 1106 100.0% 100.0%

2.7%

5.3%

0%

Based on the 1106 classmates living in the United 

States for whom Yale has address information.



More than 10% of us live in New York City--which has more than 5 

times as many of us as any other city.

New York 107

Chicago 21

San Francisco 21

Los Angeles 19

Seattle 15

Atlanta 14

Washington 14

Brooklyn 13

Cambridge 13

Philadelphia 12

Bethesda 11

New Haven 11

Chevy Chase 9

Oakland 9

Arlington 8

Austin 7

Where We Live, by US City

Madison 7

Portland 7

Potomac 7

San Diego 7

Toronto 7

Dallas 6

Denver 6

Richmond 6

Berkeley 5

Greenwich 5

New Canaan 5

Newton 5

Pittsburgh 5

Santa Monica 5

Weston 5
Note:  Includes only cities where 5 or 

more classmates live.



About three-quarters of us are married.

Female Male Total

Single 26 101 127

Married 213 731 944

Divorced 16 22 38

Widowed 8 3 11

Not available 27 120 147

Total 290 977 1267

Female Male Total

Single 9% 10% 10%

Married 73% 75% 75%

Divorced 6% 2% 3%

Widowed 3% 0% 1%

Not available 9% 12% 12%

Total 100% 100% 100%

Percent of Living Classmates

Number of Living Classmates



Other data, still to be analyzed . . .

• The graphs shown above are the only ones I had completed by the 

time I stopped working on this analysis.

• Yale’s databases include information on “occupation” and “industry.”  

I was very interested in what occupations our classmates worked in, 

and how this related to their majors.  But the more I studied these 

data, the more confusing they became.

• For example, if someone is General Counsel for Ford Motor 

company, is she in “Law” or “Manufacturing”?  If someone was a 

Professor of Biology before becoming a University President, has 

his career been in “Teaching,” “Research,” or “Administration”?  And 

so on.  

• It became obvious that it was going to require some real effort to 

puzzle through this analysis, and that was about the time I stopped 

anyway because of the pandemic.  But I’ll try to figure it out before 

2025!



Should we do a survey of the Class of 1975?

• Yale’s databases are never going to tell us what we would most like to know about our 

classmates . . . perhaps questions like:

– How many kids did we have?

– How do we spend our time?

– What are our political beliefs, and how have they changed (if at all)?

– How do we now look back on our time at Yale?

– How smooth or bumpy has life been?

– What has mattered to us most?

• Potentially, for our 50th reunion, we could do a class survey, asking these kinds of 

questions.  Certainly many university and high school classes do.

• A problem, however, is that unlike Yale’s databases—which include almost 100% of our 

classmates—a survey wouldn’t get a 100% response rate.  It might—if we were lucky—

get a 70% response rate.  So if we asked “are you happy?” and everyone responded 

“yes” that might mean that all of us are happy—or that only 70% of us are happy (and the 

others didn’t answer the survey).  The paradox is that the most interesting and important 

questions are often the most sensitive ones which people may not wish to answer.

• So while several other classmates and I would be willing to do a survey, we’re uncertain 

as to whether we should.  If you have thoughts on this, you can email me at 

Gunnar.Knapp@gmail.com.


