
 

 
 

A Statistical Overview of the Yale Class of 1975 
(Revised May 20251) 

 
by Gunnar Knapp, Yale ‘75 

 
Introduction 

 
In celebration of our fiftieth reunion, I decided to try to discover what I could learn about our Yale 
Class of 1975 from the various kinds of data that have been collected about us over the past 50+ years.  
This overview summarizes some of what I’ve found. I’m working on a longer, more detailed report, 
which I’ll share on our class website and at future reunions.  
 
The data are from a wide variety of sources, most importantly the database Yale has maintained about 
our class for the past 50 years, trying to keep track of us as we keep changing addresses, changing our 
names, changing jobs, and (sadly) joining the growing number of deceased classmates.  Other data 
sources include our 1971 Old Campus, our 1975 yearbook (the Banner), class books prepared for 
several reunions, Yale Daily News articles, and Yale history professor George William Pierson’s A Yale 
Book of Numbers, a collection of Yale historical statistics prepared in 1983. 
 

Who are the members of the “Yale Class of 1975”? 
 

It’s surprisingly difficult to define who the members of the Class of 1975 are.  It would be simple if all 
of us had arrived at Yale as freshmen in the fall of 1971 and graduated in the spring of 1975. But 
transfers joined our class after 1971, and some of us took time off before graduating, and some of our 
original classmates left Yale without graduating, and some people who started with other classes 
graduated with us.  For these and other reasons Yale tracks its alumni by “class affiliation.”  People 
“affiliated” with the Class of 1975 include anyone who entered Yale with the original intention of 
graduating in 1975–either as a freshman in 1971 or later as a transfer, regardless of whether they 
graduated in a different year or left Yale without graduating, unless they requested to be affiliated with 
a different class–as well as people who started with other classes but graduated with us. 
 

 

1 An earlier version of this paper, written in April 2025, was included in the Yale Class of 1975 Fiftieth Reunion 
Class Book. The analysis has been slightly revised to account for data I received since then. 
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Based on Yale’s data as of 2025, there are 1358 affiliated “members” of the Class of 1975, of whom 
1228 are “graduates” who received BA or BS degrees from Yale.   
 

 
 
Of our 1358 affiliated class members, only 1107 were freshmen listed in the 1971 Old Campus. 
The 1295 freshmen listed in the Old Campus include 188 people who are not in Yale’s database of 
affiliated class members.  Presumably these people either left Yale or changed their affiliation to another 
class. 

 
 

Our 1358 affiliated class members include 251 people who were not listed in the Old Campus.  
Presumably these people include freshmen whose names were left out of the Old Campus, transfers 
who joined the class in later years, and people who started Yale with other classes but later changed 
their affiliation to our class.  
 
Sadly, about nine percent of our original class are no longer living. The fact that our numbers are 
declining over time complicates the task of describing our class, because who we are is changing over 
time.   
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Different data sources that I received at different times report different kinds of data for different 
measures of our class–sometimes with differing numbers for the same data.  In attempting to describe 
our class, I used the data I could find.  Keep in mind that the measures of the class are not always 
consistent.   
 

Our Original Class 
 
Our association with Yale began 55 years ago when we applied to Yale in the winter of 1971.  Of the 
8865 people who applied for the Class of 1975, Yale admitted 1931, or 22%.  According to an April 
1971 Yale Daily News article, of the applicants Yale accepted, 18% were women and 82% were men; 
14% were Black, Asian-American, “Mexican-American,” or Puerto Rican; and 11% were children of 
Yale alumni. 

 

 
 
According to later Yale Daily News articles, of the applicants accepted by Yale, about 57.8% of the men 
and 66.3% of the women chose to attend Yale, and another 125 persons on the waiting list were then 
admitted.  Based on students listed in the 1971 Old Campus, Yale’s initial fall 1971 enrollment in the 
class of 1975 was 1295, including 273 women (21%) and 1022 men (79%). 
 
Yale historian George Pierson reported 1294 entering freshmen, with another 72 entering the class later 
as transfers, for a total number of 1366 students entering our class. 
 

 
 
Pierson reported that about three-fifths of us attended public schools and about two-fifths of us 
attended private schools. 
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Almost half of us (621) were the only student from our high school in our freshman class. Almost 
one-fifth of us (244) were from the 122 high schools with just two students  in our freshman class.  
Only about 16% (200) of us were from the 25 high schools with 5 or more students in our freshman 
class, including Phillips Academy (26 students) and Phillips Exeter Academy (35 students). 
 

 
 
Pierson reported that about 12% of us were children of Yale College alumni, with similar percentages 
for female students (11%) and male students (13%). 

 

 
 
Pierson reported that in our class, SAT verbal test scores were slightly higher for women than for men, 
but mathematical test scores were slightly higher for men. 
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Almost  all (97%) of the 1267 freshmen listed in the 1971 Old Campus lived in the United States.  Only 
3%  lived in foreign countries. Of the 39 living in other countries, 14 lived in Canada, 10 in Europe and 
10 in other countries. 
 

 
 
Of those of us living in the United States,  more than half of us lived in five states:  New York, 
Connecticut, California, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  An additional fifth of us lived in 
Massachusetts, Illinois, Ohio, Maryland and Texas.  At least one of us lived in every state except North 
Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming. 
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At Yale 

 
Of Yale’s twelve residential colleges, the largest number of our class members were in Davenport (140).  
The smallest number were in Jonathan Edwards (87). 
 

 
 

Of the class members in each college, the percentage of women varied widely, from only 17%  in 
Saybrook to 36% in Timothy Dwight. 
 

 
 
Almost half of us (47%) majored in History, English, Biology, Psychology, or Political Science.  Women 
were significantly over-represented in some majors and under-represented in others. 
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After Yale 

 
A February 1976 Yale Daily News article reported on what we were doing in our first year out of Yale, 
based on data provided by Yale’s Associate Dean for Career Counseling.  According to the article, 
about 53% of us were in graduate or professional school, 10% were in government service, and 37% 
were doing other things.  

 

 
Source:  Seth Corey, “Class of 1975 tackles careers as lawyers, 
doctors, and spies,”  The Yale Daily News, 20 February 1976 

 
The article also reported that more than four-fifths of Yale ‘75 pre-meds were able to secure places in 
American medical schools, over 100 Yale ‘75 grads were working in VISTA or the Peace Corps, about 
25 had applied for jobs with the Central Intelligence Agency, and about 12 had received Rhodes, 
Marshall and Mellon fellowships to study in England. 
 
In 2000, our  25th Reunion Class Book listed “occupations” for 966 members of our class.  It is not 
clear how some of the occupations were defined or how the information was collected.  However, 
several facts stand out.  Twenty-five years after graduation, three occupations accounted for the 
professions of  almost half of our class (47%):  “Attorney” (23%), “Physician” (14%) and “Teacher, 
Lecturer, Professor” (10%).  Put differently, nearly  half of us became lawyers, doctors or professors.   
 
On the other hand, the other half of the class had a very wide range of professions, including (for 
example) Banker, Architect, Musician, Clergy, Artist, Engineer, Actor/Actress, Librarian, Dentist, 
Coach, and Forester.  Note that the list classmates could choose from in reporting “occupations” did 
not include “homemaker”, “parenting” or similar unpaid options–although these were in fact the 
primary occupations of some of our classmates. 
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Not surprisingly, people in different occupations tended to have come from different majors.  The top 
three majors for “Attorneys” were History, Political Science and English.  The top three majors for 
“Physicians” were Biology, Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry, and Psychology.  The top three 
majors for  “Teacher/Professor/Lecturers” were English, Philosophy, and Psychology. 
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Yale’s current alumni database reports “occupations” for 916 of 1120 living graduates of the Class of 
1975.  Since most of us are now retired, these data were presumably collected at some earlier time in 
our lives.  These data ( unlike the 25th Reunion data) allow a comparison of the relative shares of 
women and men in different occupations.  Compared to their share of the class, women are 
significantly under-represented in some occupations, such as “accountant,” “engineer,” and “computer 
programmer.”   In contrast, women are over-represented in other occupations such as “architect,” 
“clergy” and “musician.”  Note however, that the shares of women in our top three 
occupations–attorney, physician, and teacher/professor/lecturer–are very close to their shares of the 
class. 
 

 
 

Where are we now? 
 
As noted earlier, as of May 2025, 1240 of our classmates (91%) are living 118 (9%) are deceased. 
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The number of deaths per five-year time period has been gradually rising. All of the 14 deaths between 
1981 and 2000 were men. 
 

 
 
Statistically, women live longer than men.  An implication of this is that the ratio of surviving women 
to surviving men in our class will gradually increase over time.  However, by my rough calculation, the 
number of surviving women won’t actually equal the number of surviving men until after we are 
centenarians. 
 
As of May 2025, Yale has address information for 1076 (87%) of our 1241 living classmates. For these 
classmates with known addresses, 1042  (almost 97%) of us live in the United States.  Only 34 live in 
foreign countries.  
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Of those of us living in the United States, more than half of us live in the five states of California, New 
York, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Maryland.  None of us live in the six states of Arkansas, Iowa, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wyoming. 
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88 of us (8.5%) of us live in New York City, more than four times as many as in any other city. 372 of us 
(36%) live in cities with four or more class members. 
 

 
 
As of 2020, about three-quarters of us were married, 10% were single, 3% were divorced and 1% were 
widowed. 
 

 
Source:  Yale alumni database as of 2020 
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Many but by no means all of us have contributed to Yale.  The share of us who contributed to Yale  
increased from 18% in the five years prior to our 5th reunion  reunion to a peak of 78% in the five years 
prior to our 25th reunion, but then fell off steadily through our 45th reunion. 
 

 
 

As is typical, the share of our classmates attending different reunions has varied widely.  Our highest 
attendance was for our 25th reunion, which was attended by 29% of our living class members. 
 

 
 
Of our currently living class members, 38% attended at least one of our 20th, 25th, 30th or 40th 
reunions.  78 class members (6%) attended all four of these reunions. 
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About 15% of us have one or more children who attended Yale. 
 

 
 

What does it all mean? 
 

What can we conclude from this brief statistical overview of our class?  Personally, I’ve found it fun and 
interesting to get a broader overall view of the backgrounds and life paths of the amazingly talented 
people with whom we shared those four short years of our youth. The numbers mostly confirm what I 
thought I knew about us, with a few surprises.  
 
Many though definitely not all of us arrived at Yale with similar backgrounds and have had similar 
experiences over the past fifty years. But of course we know–from our own lives and those of our 
friends–that all of our stories are unique, as we’ve followed both similar and diverging  paths in a 
rapidly changing world through the joys, sorrows and surprises of life. So although the numbers and 
broad patterns are interesting to me, I’m most interested in our individual stories, which is what makes 
reunions so important and fun. 
 
This brief statistical overview is only a start at what might be possible to learn about our class.  There’s 
plenty of opportunity for future research for future reunions. I’d like to learn more about how we 
compare with other Yale classes, before and after us, as Yale and our country have changed.  I’d also like 
to learn how we compare with other people our age, both among the population at large and among 
college graduates.  I’d welcome your suggestions, and your collaboration if you’d like to join me in this 
long-term research project.  Talk to me at the reunion, or email me at Gunnar.Knapp@gmail.com. 
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